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Hew the present hostilities between Bulgaria and Serbia
will end, no man knows. But this is certain, that whichever
wins, both will be weakened and filled with hatred against
one another 1 Austria-Hungary should not interfere with
this result. Even if Serbia should win, it is still a long way
"to a Great Serbia. For even then, Serbia will not reach the
Adriatic, and a few strips of land more or less will not put
the fat in the fire. Should Austria-Hungary now try by
diplomatic means to chase Serbia out of her newly won
territories, she would have no luck, but would certainly
rouse deadly hatred in Serbia. Should she try to do this
by force of arms, it would mean a European war. Ger-
many's vital interests would thereby be most seriously af-
fected, and I must therefore assume that before Count
Berchtold makes any such decisions he will inform us.
I can therefore only express the hope that the people.in
Vienna will not let themselves be upset by the nightmare of
a Great Serbia, but will await further developments from the
Serbo-Bulgarian theatre of war. Only insistently can I
warn against the idea of wanting to gobble up Serbia, for
that would simply weaken Austria.170
This speedy and decisive warning from Germany on
July 6 effectually deterred Berchtold and Conrad from
rashly entering upon any reckless adventure which would
have endangered the peace of Europe. We have given the
episode in some detail, partly to suggest that Germany
might have done the same in July, 1914; partly to illustrate
the divergence in views between Berlin and Vienna; and
partly to correct false impressions which M. Giolitti has
spread concerning this incident, and which have been gen-
erally accepted by Entente writers.
Speaking in the Italian Parliament on December 5,1914,
in an attempt to justify Italy's neutrality in the World
War by an historical precedent in 1913; M. Giolitti said:
170 Bethmann to Szogyenyi, and Zimmermann to Tschirschky, July
6. 1913; GP., XXXV, 129 f.